Why I have not seen the membranous production, is perhaps susceptible of explanation. To throw out coagulable lymph, of which it is composed, requires the vessels to be highly excited; a state which, by the copious depletion adopted in the cases that came under my notice, was probably prevented. * Neither of these writers, however, have noticed the apoplectic state of the lungs. The venerable Dr. Bard, of New-York, who was among the very first to adopt a correct pathology of croup, says, in his Essay on the subject, published in the year 1771, that he has found the pulmonary organs so dense and solid, from sanguineous congestion, that they exhibited the appearance of the structure of the liver.
Baillie, in his Morbid Anatomy, tells us, " that, when the inner membrane of the trachea is inflamed, it is sometimes lined with a layer of a yellowish pulpy matter. This does not adhere very firmly to the inner membrane, but may be easily separated. It extends from the upper part of the cavity of the larynx into the small branches of the trachea, which are distributed through the substance of the lungs. There is, at the same time, a good deal of mucus in the trachea and its branches, together with a mixture of pus. This is the appearance of the inside of the trachea, in patients who have died from the croup." Cheyne's account of the post mortem appearances in the disease so closely resembles To do this, however, in the disease before us, the practice must be prompt and energetic, and our attendance unremitted till relief is afforded. It is a rule with me never to leave a child, in croup, till the alarming symptoms are over. This great degree of vigilance and attention are necessary, from the rapid career of the disease, and not less from the extreme and peculiar uncertainty of the operation of our remedies in it.
As a most formidable enemy in all its presentations, it should be attacked early, vigorously, and on the very outworks. Delay never fails to invigorate its force ; and, when permitted to get possession of the citadel, or, in other words, a firm hold of th6 system, we shall find it always difficult, and often utterly impracticable, to dislodge it.
